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tion of the Self is attained.   The text says that such
a one "renounces both joy and grief".

The ammunition hall of Samsar is stacked with
the pairs-of-opposites (Dwandwas) such as heat and
cold, joy and sorrow, success and failure, praise and
insult, and so on. The self-perfected Saint or Sage,
in his experienced Godliness and knowledge, becomes
the very Illumination or the Knower of these opposite
states of the mind, and thus becomes a mere onlooker
or witness of the varied experiences of life. He thus
rises, asnt were, above the tyranny and persecution
of the moment to moment experiences in life. And
this is the glory of a God-man who comes to live and
bless the world by his mere presence,

Etat srutva samparigrhya martyah,
pravrhya dharmycm-anum-etam apya;
Sa modate, modaniyam hi labdhva,
vivrtam sadma Nachiketasam manye.
(13) Having heard and well grasped this (the Self),
the mortal abstracting the virtuous Atman and attaining
this subtle Self, (this intangible spirit), rejoices, because ha
has obtained that which is the cause for all rejoicing. I
think that the abode of Brahman is wide open for Nachi-
ketas.
The Absolute cannot be defined. "If God is
defined God is defiled." God being Infinite, the